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The $5,000 Grand Prize winner of the 2007 Zellmer-Minnesota Orchestra Trombone 

Competition was bass trombonist, Ilan Morgenstern. Ilan is working towards his Master's of 

Music degree at the University of Michigan, where he studies with David Jackson. He has also 

studied with Peter Norton and David Vining. 

The other finalists included $2,500 second prize winner, Graeme Mutchler, $1,500 third prize 

winner Mark Davidson, and $500 Finalist award winner, Nathan Dishman. 

The 2007 Competition was held at Orchestra Hall in Minneapolis and was a tremendous success 

in that we heard some fantastic playing from all of our finalists. 

However, the competition did have a few bumps along the way. To start with, about a half dozen 

applicants were disqualified from the competition due to their missing our postmark deadline for 

sending in their preliminary recording. This was incredibly unfortunate for us and for the 

applicants, especially when one considers the time and effort that each of these individuals put 

into making their recording. This is a lesson to be learned for all future applicants both to this 

competition and to future auditions. If a postmark deadline is listed in the rules, respect it! 

Also, very last minute, two of our original finalists were forced to withdraw from the 

competition. Zachary Bond withdrew on account of illness and Alan Carr was forced to 

withdraw due to damage to his instrument caused by the airlines. Both players and the judges 

were disappointed by these unusual and unfortunate circumstances. Fortunately, our 1st alternate, 

Nathan Dishman, went to great lengths at the last minute to participate in the Final Round. 

Unfortunate occurrences not withstanding, the level of playing in the Final Round was quite 

high. In fact, the level of recordings we received in 2007 for our Preliminary Round was also 

quite high, making judging the event rather challenging, to say the least. Congratulations to all 

our finalists. The next Zellmer-Minnesota Orchestra Trombone Competition will be held in 

2009. 

 


